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…The Chinese document calls not for ameliorative reform of the current political system but 
for an end to some of its essential features, including one-party rule, and their replacement 
with a system based on human rights and democracy. …  

-translator preface 
 
I. Foreword 
… A hundred years have passed since the writing of China's first constitution. 2008 also 
marks the sixtieth anniversary of the promulgation of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, the thirtieth anniversary of the appearance of Democracy Wall in Beijing, and the 
tenth of China's signing of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.  
 
… In 1998 the Chinese government signed two important international human rights 
conventions; in 2004 it amended its constitution to include the phrase "respect and protect 
human rights"; and this year, 2008, it has promised to promote a "national human rights 
action plan." Unfortunately most of this political progress has extended no further than the 
paper on which it is written. [me: and it still hasn’t!] 
 
II. Fundamental Principles 
 
… 
Freedom. … at the core of universal human values. … speech, … press, … assembly, … 
association, … where to live, and … to strike, … demonstrate, and … protest, among 
others… Without freedom, China will always remain far from civilized ideals.  
 
Human rights… are not bestowed by a state. Every person is born with inherent rights to 
dignity and freedom. The government exists for the protection of the human rights of its 
citizens. The exercise of state power must be authorized by the people. ...  
 
Equality. The integrity, dignity, and freedom of every person ̃regardless of social station, 
occupation, sex, economic condition, ethnicity, skin color, religion, or political belief ̃are the 
same as those of any other. …  
 
Republicanism ... holds that power should be balanced among different branches of 
government and competing interests should be served, … It allows different interest groups 
and social assemblies, and people with a variety of cultures and beliefs, to exercise 
democratic self-government and to deliberate in order to reach peaceful resolution of public 
questions on a basis of equal access to government and free and fair competition.  
 
Democracy. … In short, democracy is a modern means for achieving government truly "of 
the people, by the people, and for the people." [me: my naïve views prefer to interpret people to include all 
sentient beings such as babies and animals to whom we owe responsibilities. See ‘equality’ which translated ‘人’ as 
persons. Unfortunately, the Chinese language does not yet allow this nuance.] 
 
Constitutional rule. [me: while this imposes limits to power, is it adequate? Does this serve order more than it 
serves justice? Is it inherently myopic in tacitly ‘knowing’ how to set limits with limited human understanding and 



knowledge?] 
 
III. What We Advocate [me: or things we are losing not only in HK, but apparently also in Trump 
American, have lost in Singapore, and never had in places like North Korea] 
… 
2. Separation of powers. We should construct a modern government in which the separation 
of legislative, judicial, and executive power is guaranteed.   
 
3. Legislative democracy. Members of legislative bodies at all levels should be chosen by 
direct election… 
 
4. An Independent Judiciary. The rule of law must be above the interests of any particular 
political party and judges must be independent.  
 
5. Public Control of Public Servants. … All public officials including police should serve as 
nonpartisans, and the current practice of favoring one political party in the hiring of public 
servants must end.  
 
7. Election of Public Officials.  
 
17. Protection of the Environment. We need to protect the natural environment and to 
promote development in a way that is sustainable and responsible to our descendants and to 
the rest of humanity. This means insisting that the state and its officials at all levels not only 
do what they must do to achieve these goals, but also accept the supervision and participation 
of non-governmental organizations. [me: China has done some good on this front, and I hope for more. 
But more importantly, if this is something each of us should do in our everyday lives. Justice is not the sole 
responsibility of those in power.] 
 
18. A Federated Republic. … We should aim ultimately at a federation of democratic 
communities of China. [me: not just HK, Macau, Taiwan, but also Tibet, Sinkiang as well.] 
 
 
 
 
 


